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SUBJ: ANTIGUA CONTEMPLATES INDEPENDENCE 

1 . BACK PROM LONDON WHERE HE HAD GONE TO TALK INDEPENDENCE, 

PREMIER GEORGE WALTER OF ANTIGUA ANNOUNCED ACCORDING TO PRESS 
AND BROADCAST REPORTS ON DECEMBER 28 THAT THE ISLAND WOULD BECOME 
INDPENDENT IN 1976 ALTER THE GENERAL ELECTIONS 

(EXPECTED TO BE HELD IN PEBRUARY); AND THAT A REPERENDUM ON 
INDEPENDENCE WAS NOT REQUIRED AND WOULD NOT BE HELD; THE ELECTIONS 
THEMSELVES WOULD BE A MANDATE FOR WALTER AND HIS GOVT TO TAKE 
THE COUNTRY TO INDEPENDENCE. WALTER SAID THAT A REPERENDUM 
WOULD HAVE AN UNSETTLING EPPECT AND DAMAGE THE INVESTMENT CLIMATE 
OP THE COUNTRY. HE POINTED OUT THAT NO PORMER BRITISH DEPENDENCY 
IN THE CARIBBEAN HAD ACHIEVED INDEPENDENCE THROUGH REFERENDUM. 

2. WHILE THE PREMIER REJECTED THE REPERENDUM AS A PATH TO 
INDEPENDENCE, HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT "IT WOULD BE 
VERY WRONG POR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO PORCE INDEPENDENCE 
ON THE PEOPLE." 

3. COMMENT: THERE IS LITTLE THAT IS NEW OR ASTONISHING HERE. 
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WALTER HAD ALREADY SAID THAT HIS GOVT WAS BENT ON IN- 
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DEPENDENCE IN THE COMING YEAR, AND WITHOUT REEERENDUM. WHILE 
IN ANTIGUA FART , TER THIS MONTH, GOVERNOR SIR WILFRED JACOBS 
AND ROBERT GILLETT, THE DEPUTY BRITISH GOVT REP, 

SEPARATELY TOLD EMBASSY OEES THAT WALTER INTENDED TO GO TO 
INDEPENDENCE AND WITHOUT REEERENDUM BECAUSE, WHILE MOST OE THE 
ELECTORATE DESIRED OR WOULD BE RECEPTIVE TO INDEPENDENCE, THE 
GOVT COULD NOT OBTAIN THE NECESSARY TWO-THIRDS 
MAJORITY EOR IT. (THE OPPOSITION PUBLICLY SUPPORTS INDEPENDENCE 
BUT, IN EACT, HAS DOUBTS AS TO THE WISDOM OE SUCH A MOVE AND 
OPPOSES INDEPENDENCE UNDER A WALTER GOVT.) THERE ARE A 
LEW CURIOSITIES IN THE PREMIER'S REMARKS. THAT WARNING TO 
BRITAIN THAT IT SHOULD NOT EORCE INDEPENDENCE ON THE PEOPLE: 

WE SUSPECT THAT WALTER HAD NOT BEEN ALTOGETHER PREPARED FOR THE 
DEGREE OE WILLINGNESS EXPRESSED BY THE UK GOVT TO 
EACILITATE ANTIGUAN INDEPENDENCE. 

THE BRITISH ARE NO DOUBT MILDLY DESIROUS THAT ALL 
GOES ACCORDING TO FORM, THAT A REFERENDUM AS PROVIDED BY THE 
1967 ASSOCIATED STATES ACT BE HELD. HOWEVER THEY ARE IN- 
FINITELY KEENER ON CUTTING THE TIES. GILLETT TOLD US RE- 
CENTLY THAT IF THEY (THE GOVTS OF THE ASSOCIATED 
STATES) DEMAND INDEPENDENCE, "THEY ARE KNOCKING ON AN UN- 
LOCKED DOOR." 

WALTERS' ASSERTION THAT NO COMMONWEALTH CARIBBEAN ISLAND 
HAS ACHIEVED INDEPENDENCE THROUGH REFERENDUM IS CORRECT. HOW- 
EVER, ONLY ONE F THE ISLANDS HAS GONE INDEPENDENT SINCE 
ASSOCIATED STATEHOOD HAS COME INTO BEING - GRENADA. 

4. THE PREMIER'S SOLICITUDE ABOUT THE INVESTMENT CLIMATE IS 
AMUSING. HIS GOVT HAS JUST SUCCESSFULLY PUT THE SQUEEZE 

ON THE LARGEST ENTERPRISE ON THE ISLAND, THE WEST INDIAN OIL 
COMPANY, OWNED BY NATOMAS OF THE UNITED STATES. THE COMPANY 
IS WILLING TO PULL-OUT AND AT A BARGAIN PRICE FOR ANTIGUA- 
TEN MILLION DOLLARS, ACCORDING TO THE ADVOCATE-NEWS OF 
DECEMBER 29. 

5. WE EXPECT ELECTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE IN FEBRUARY AND THAT 
THE GOVT WILL BE RETURNED, ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT A SURE 
THING. (IN THE MEANTIME, THE NUMBER OF VISA APPLICATIONS 
SUBMITTED TO THE EMBASSY'S CONSULAR SECTION DETECT A MOVE- 
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MENT OF MONIED ANTIGUANS OUT OF THE ISLAND.) ANTIGUA WILL 
THEN BE SET TO BECOME THE NEXT ISLAND TO BECOME INDEPENDENT. 
PROBABLY THE ONLY ONE IN 1976, ALTHOUGH THE OTHER ASSOCIATED 
STATES ARE SURE TO FOLLOW, BEGINNING WITH ST. LUCIA BEFORE, 

WE ESTIMATE, 1977 IS OUT. END COMMENT. 

BRITTON 
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